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December 9, 1995

95-363
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
JORNS ADVISES GRADS TO LEARN FROM OTHERS

CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University President David Jorns told more
than 550 graduates participating in fall commencement ceremonies on Saturday
that they can learn from the men and women of the World War II era.
"Though they had, and have, the normal human failings, they also possessed some remarkable virtues. They were, among other things, self reliant and,
at the same time, willing to help others. Ask nearly anyone who lived through the
great depression and they'll tell you how they stuck together, how they laughed,
worked and suffered together," he said.
"Obviously, they were thrifty, had courage, and a spirit of adventure. They
were loyal to their families and understood that manners, morals and ethical
standards were the social glue that kept us all together and made life tolerable.
And, finally, they were determined to leave the world better than they found it."
Jorns told the last class graduating under the Board of Governors Universities system that they have inherited a nation facing challenges just as daunting as
their grandmothers and grandfathers did. "Your world is a place in which change is
-more-
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the basis of life, anger and frustration is a constant, opportunity a limited promise,
and self denial an alien concept."
He asked the graduates to consider how much life and opportunity would be
lost if they weren't willing to lend a hand. "Fifty years ago, young Americans
fought and, won, a great war and oversaw a magnanimous peace -- because it
was the right thing to do; because it was the price of freedom and opportunity.
And, because all men and women are entitled to live in dignity and with hope."
Dr. Mack Hollowell of Charleston, outgoing BGU trustee and newly appointed member of Eastern's Board of Trustees, spoke of the board's responsibility to
direct Eastern's course. "With this new board, Eastern will continue to offer
superior yet accessible undergraduate and graduate education," he said, adding
that new opportunities exist for improving Eastern's financial future.
During the morning ceremony, Hollowell pointed to Eastern alumnus Ronald
Davis as "an example of the greatness this university produces."
Davis, perhaps one of the most noted scientists to graduate from Eastern,
traveled to Charleston from Menlo Park, Calif., to accept an honorary doctor of
science degree for his advancements in science, particularly in the field of genetics.
Professor of biochemistry and genetics at Stanford Medical Center and
director of the Stanford DNA Sequencing and Technology Center, Davis is a world
leader in biotechnology and in the development and application of novel DNA
-more-
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methodologies to biological systems.

At the age of 42, he was elected to the National Academy of Sciences, a
group of the most elite scientists in the country. He has served in various capacities with the World Health Organization and has assisted the United States
government in developing a policy on recombinant DNA.
While at Eastern, he completed undergraduate research in chemistry with
George Cunningham and worked on a number of botany projects with Hiram Thut.
He went on to earn a Ph.D. in chemistry from the California Institute of Technology
in 1970 and completed postdoctoral work at Harvard University. He was named
Eastern's Distinguished Alumnus in 1984.
Upon accepting his honorary degree, Davis reflected on the past and the
teachers who impacted his life and his career in scientific research. "First and
foremost is (the late) Charles Compton, who was my high school biology teacher.
He was inspirational and patient. When I told him I was interested in rocket fuels
and explosives, instead of being horrified, he helped guide me on a sane path that
allowed that interest to be focused on a general interest in science."
"I still have all my fingers to show the wisdom of his guidance," he laughed.
Davis went on to develop in the 1950s the same rocket fuels that are used today.
Harris E. Phipps, former professor of chemistry at Eastern, also was among
Davis' role models. "It was Dr. Phipps who really challenged me and was the one
who told me that I had to go to Caltech. I believe it was his challenge that made
me into a research scientist," he said.
-more-
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Student Body President Michelle Gaddini of Lisle also spoke of the past and
how much the graduates' lives have changed since first setting foot on the Eastern
campus. She told them "to never let a day go by without living it to the fullest, to
never let a day go by without a laugh, to cherish the time you spend with the ones
you love because life isn't forever ... and to always remember that you are leaving
with much more than you walked in here with."
Alumni Association President Matt Davidson of Sherman welcomed the
graduates as the newest members of Eastern's 67,000-plus alumni network and
asked them to remain committed to their alma mater, carrying the dignity of the
institution and continuing to develop their potential as productive citizens of
tomorrow.
Faculty Senate Chairman John Simpson sent the graduates off with the
same farewell used by his German friend's grandmother. "Zei mensch. Zei mensch.
lmmer zei mensch!" In English, it means, "Be humane. Be humane. Always be
humane."
"The best definition I can give it," Simpson told the graduates, "is that it
seems to exhort conscientiously ethical behavior, respect for oneself and others,
the grace to understand human frailty and the courage to live honorably in the
midst of life's uncertainty."
Others honored at commencement were Carol Schmudde, professor of
English, who represented Eastern's College of Arts and Humanities as faculty
marshal during the morning ceremony and Harold Malehorn, professor of elemen-more-
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tary and junior high school education, who represented the College of Education
and Professional Studies as faculty marshal in the afternoon.
John Conley, who has assisted the president in handing out thousands of
diplomas during his 23-year career as Eastern's registrar, also was recognized.
Local student marshals selected by Eastern's Honors Programs director to
serve as the official ushers for commencement were sophomore marketing major
Barbi Smyser, daughter of Ron and Sue Smyser of Ashmore, and junior social
science major Lelia Cox, daughter of Wayne and Dorothy Cox of Charleston.
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